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PROGRAM 


Tom der Reimer, Op. 135a Carl Loewe (1796-1869) 

Vier Ernste Gesange, Op. 121 Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

I. Denn es gehet dem Menschen 

II. Ich wandte mich, und sahe an alle 

III. O Tod, wie bitter bist du 

IV. Wenn ich mit Menschen - und mit Engelzungen redete 

Songs of Travel Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

I. The Vagabond 

II. Let Beauty Awake 

III. The Roadside Fire 

IV. Youth and Love 

V. In Dreams 

VI. The Infinite Shining Heavens 

VII. Whither Must I Wander 

VIII. Bright is the Ring of Words 

IX. I Have Trod the Upward and the Downward Slope 
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Canadian bass-baritone Joel Allison has been praised 
for his “Crisp tones blessed with a silken smoothness” 
(Brian Hay). He has performed throughout Canada with 
many different ensembles including Saskatoon Opera, 
National Academy Orchestra, Theatre of Early Music, 
Talisker Players, and Peterborough Singers. 

Highlighting Joel’s 2016/17 season are his debuts with 
Saskatoon Symphony (Bach’s Cantata BWV 140 
and Larysa Kuzmenko’s Golden Harvest), Tafelmusik 
Baroque Orchestra and Chamber Choir (Mozart’s Mass 
in C Minor), and Chorus Niagara (Handel’s Messiah). 
Joel also appeared in the two main stage productions 
of the University of Toronto’s Opera Performance 
Program as a part of his Opera Master’s degree: 
“Jupiter” in Orpheus in the Underworld by Offenbach 
and the title role in Imeneo by Handel. In recital, Joel 
performed at the Arts and Letters Club of Toronto and 
in concert with the Talisker Players. 

Joel holds a B.Mus. in vocal performance from the 
University of Ottawa and is currently pursuing a 
Master’s in Opera Performance at the University of 
Toronto under the tutelage of Daniel Taylor. He is a 
recipient of the 2016/17 Richard Bradshaw Fellowship 
in Opera and won the 2016/17 Jim and Charlotte 
Norcop prize in Art Song at the University of Toronto. 

In 2015 Joel won third prize, Best Male singer, and 
the Audience Choice Award at the Brian Law Opera 
Competition in Ottawa. 

An ardent singer since childhood, Joel’s solo debut 
was at the age of 12 as the treble soloist in Howard 
Shore’s Lord of the Rings Symphony with the National 
Arts Centre Orchestra. 


A native of France, pianist Melisande Sinsoulier has 
established herself as a sought-after collaborator and 
pedagogue in the Toronto scene. Melisande is equally 
at home in solo repertoire and chamber music, and is a 
fervent advocate of new music. Her passion for poetry 
and fascination with the marriage of words and music 
have led Melisande to develop particular affinities for the 
art song repertoire. As a recipient of the John Vivash 
scholarship, Melisande is a current doctoral student in 
collaborative piano at the University of Toronto under the 
guidance of Professor Steven Philcox. 

Recent appearances include performances with the 
Sacred Music Festival - Quebec City, the Ottawa Bach 
Choir, Tapestry Opera, Nuit Blanche Festival, Toronto 
Summer Music Festival as well as broadcasts on the 
CBC. She frequently collaborates with University of 
Toronto Voice Studies and was recently the repetiteur 
for Tapestry Opera’s workshop of A Modest Proposal by 
Canadian composer Kevin Morse. 

Melisande has been featured in master classes with Gillian 
Keith, Catherine Wyn-Rogers, Soile Isokoski, Warren 
Jones, Martin Katz and Barbara Hannigan. 

In addition to her studies at the University of Toronto, 
Melisande teaches piano in the department of Fine Arts at 
York University. 

Prior to her arrival in Canada, Melisande completed 
her Master’s degree in piano performance at the Royal 
Conservatory of Music in Brussels where she was 
awarded first prize in chamber music and a diploma in 
piano pedagogy. In France, she was a laureate of the 
Scriabin Competition of Paris and the Albert Roussel 
International Competition. She also holds a Bachelor in 
Musicology from the University of Rennes (France). 


Thank you for joining us for our Thursdays at Noon series. 

See you in the fall! 



